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Synopsis

Lighthouses and Life Saving along the Massachusetts Coast is a unique tribute to the men and
women who protected mariners from shipping disasters. With a variety of vintage images from
private as well as museum collections,this rare glimpse into the lives of the dedicated workers who
protected thousands of vessels plying the dangerous waters of Massachusetts Bay and Nantucket
Sound is a visual journey to an earlier era in our nationA¢a —4a,¢s history. Author James Claflin
combines an extensively researched text with this exquisite collection of many previously
unpublished images to tell the story of a state dependent upon its coastal commerce. From Cape
Ann to New Bedford, residents of Massachusetts have relied heavily on the sea for employment,
trade, and nourishment. The task of lighting and protecting the coasts was taken on by the U.S.
Lighthouse Establishment and the U.S. Life-Saving Service. Within these pages, see the Cape Ann
lighthouse keeper proudly posed in his uniform, the Cape Cod life savers launching their surf-boat
through the breakers toward the shipwreck, and the Boston Bay lighthouse keeperA¢a -a,¢s family

returning by skiff from their brief excursion to town.
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Monuments

Customer Reviews

Excellent, well-illustrated, short book about the role of life saving efforts, including lighthouses and
the origins of the U.S. Lifesaving Service, in the rich nautical history of coastal Massachusetts. Very

readable and informative.

after a trip to Maine, | cannot get enough of lighthouses. This is another great book for my collection

and possible trip planning

| believe the book | ordered was about lighthouses and not book of pictures of old homes in
Maine.Please let me know if | received the book | ordered.Did anyone read my review!!!! | ordered

Lighthouses and Life Saving Along the Massachusetts Coast and you sent me The Kennebunks in

to correct your problem.

LIGHTHOUSES AND LIFE SAVING ALONG THE MASSACHUSETTS COAST is part of the
IMAGES OF AMERICA series. The content of the book consists mainly of pictures of the
lighthouses and life saving stations as well as the people who staffed them. The book takes a
person back to bygone days and shows the heroic people who dedicate their lives to navigational
safety. The photographs show how lighthouse keeping was often a family affair. The book contains
many rare historical photos of lighthouses that are still standing as well as some that no longer exist
such as Egg Rock Light in Swampscott. There are also photographs of lighthouses in their original
locations such as the Three Sisters in Eastham and the Twin Lights at Chatham.As helpful as the
book will be for lighthouse lovers, perhaps the best feature of the book is the inclusion of photos and
bylines regarding the life saving stations. The photos not only show the predecessors of today’s
Coast Guard in action, we see the actual faces of these heroic people. The photos can remind us of
how difficult life at sea can be, and the risks the staff at life saving stations took trying to rescue

troubled vessels.

The title says lighthouses and life saving along the Massachusetts coast BUT cover of the book say
Kennebunkport In Summer. There only old Maine houses and cottages in this book. NOTHING

about lighthouses.
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